ENGL 2160: STUDIES IN INTERNATIONAL LITERATURE
POSTCOLONIAL LITERATURE AND THEORY
Spring 2016
Dr. Claudia Yaghoobi
OFFICE: A&S 3-08
OFFICE HOURS: T/R 5:00-6:00 and W 2:00-3:30pm
EMAIL: claudia.yaghoobi@gcsu.edu

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course introduces students to postcolonial literature and theory. The main focus in the
course is on literary texts and literary analysis. However, we will also use postcolonial theory to
engage critically with the primary texts within a postcolonial framework. Some of the
topics/themes that we will focus on include: language, identity, point of view, displacement,
physical and mental colonization, and decolonization. We will explore how such issues are
expressed in each literary text. We will also try to answer questions that this course raises such
as: What does the term “post colonial” mean? Is it a historical notion or an ideological term?
When exactly does it begin? How are the various postcolonial discourses related to the economic
conditions of globalization? All the readings for this course are in English.
REQURED BOOKS
Kincaid, Jamaica. Lucy. Farrar, Straus and Giroux; Reprint edition (September 4, 2002).
ISBN 978-0374527358
Al-e Ahmed, Jalal. Occidentosis: A Plague from the West. Islamic Pubns Intl (June 15, 1984).
ISBN 978-0933782136
Rushdie, Salman. Midnight’s Children Random House Trade Paperbacks; 25th Anniversary
edition (April 4, 2006). ISBN 978-0812976533
Ba, Mariama. So Long a Letter. Trans. Modupe Bode-Thomas. Intro. Kenneth W. Harrow. Long
Grove, Illinois: Waveland Press Inc., 2008. ISBN 978-1-57766-806-0
Menchú, Rigoberta. I, Rigoberta Menchu: An Indian Woman in Guatemala. Trans. Ann Wright.
Verso; Second Edition edition (January 12, 2010). ISBN 978-1844674183

Césaire, Aimé. Notebook on a Return to a Native Land, trans. Clayton Eshleman. Wesleyan
University Press; 1st edition (September 24, 2001). ISBN 978-0819564528
Naylor, Gloria. Mama Day, Vintage Publishers, 1989. ISBN 13-978-0679721819
CLASS REQUIREMENTS AND ACTIVITIES
! Class Participation and attendance (100 points): class discussions and activities will
give you the opportunity to discuss the material. Bring your books and any additional
assignment to each class. Keep up with the readings and be ready to discuss the material.
Class participation means more than physical attendance. It also means contribution to
the discussions of the class. It does not depend on the number of times you contribute, but
the quality of your contribution.
! Discussion Leading (100 points): During the semester, each student will be assigned
twice to lead discussion on the readings of that day. You will prepare 5 questions on the
readings of the day to engage the class in discussion. You will be responsible for the
discussion of the day and you will be graded based on the quality of the discussion.
! Seven Reflection Papers (350 points): provide a 600-word critical response paper for
each book. Note: Papers should provide an analysis in relationship to the themes or
specific dimension of the course. This is not the summary of the book.
Reflection Paper 1: February 7 – Mariama Ba
Reflection Paper 2: February 21 – Gloria Naylor
Reflection Paper 3: February 28 – Aimé Césaire
Reflection Paper 4: March 6 – Jamaica Kincaid
Reflection Paper 5: April 3 – Rigoberta Menchú
Reflection Paper 6: April 10 – Jalal Al-e Ahmad
Reflection Paper 7: April 24 – Salman Rushdie
! Close Reading Paper (100 points): in 1200 words, you will explicate a passage from
one of the books we read by March 8 (pick a passage from one of the following: Ba,
Naylor, Césaire, Kincaid).
! Jigsaw Project (100 points) – In groups of 3 or 4, students will pick one of the books.
Each member of the group will be assigned to complete some specific part of the project.
For example, one member will do research on political background, another the
historical, one member on literary style of the author, and the last one will come up with
discussion points to engage the class. When every member has completed his/her
assigned task, the pieces can be joined together to form a finished project. When each
student has completed his/her research, the group then reforms to complete a
comprehensive report and present it to class.
! Final paper (150 points): take-home 3000-3500 word paper due to be uploaded on D2L
on April 28th by 11:59pm. For this paper, you are free to pick the topic and the book you

would like to write your paper on; however, before you start, you must check with me
and obtain my approval. You can only pick one of the books from the second half of the
class (pick one of the following: Rigoberta Menchú, Jalal Al-e Ahmad, Salman Rushdie).
You are required to use 2 articles from our class readings, and 2 outside articles (total 4
articles/books/book chapters) as your secondary sources. This counts as your research.
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Attendance is mandatory, as is punctuality. More than three absences will lower your total
grade by half a grade; excused absence allowed in case of serious medical condition if
verified by note from physician. More than six absences will result in a failing grade for
the semester.
Attendance is mandatory, as is punctuality. More than three absences will lower your total
grade by half a grade; excused absence allowed in case of serious medical condition if
verified by note from physician. More than six absences will result in a failing grade for
the semester.
Late papers or e-mailed assignments will not be accepted.
If you wish to discuss your grades, please meet with me during my office hours. Grades
will not be discussed in class or through e-mail. Feel free to utilize my office hours to
discuss papers.
You are required to bring your books and assigned readings to class. You may also have
them on your computer.
You are not allowed to use Wi-Fi during the class unless otherwise advised. If you use
Wi-Fi and are on websites such as Facebook, you will be asked to leave the classroom.
Respect others, do not talk when someone else is talking, do not offend others by your
language (be mindful that others may be of a different class, gender, religion, race, or
ability set than you).
Homework assignments should be typed, 12 point, Times New Roman font; 1-inch

•
•

margins; double-spaced; no late assignments.
You may use e-Books, but for your papers I need you to cite the page number from a
paper copy.
Please turn off your cellphones and store them in your bags or you will be asked to leave
the classroom.

CLASS SCHEDULE
Introductions

January 12: Introductions
January 14
Benedict Anderson, “Imagined Communities” (48-59)
Homi K. Bhabha, “The Other Question” (18-36)
Africa (Sub-Sahara)

January 19: Jigsaw Project on Mariama Ba
January 21:
Mariama Ba, So Long a Letter (1-95)
Chandra Mohanty, “Under Western Eyes: Feminist Scholarship and Colonial Discourse” (333358)
January 26: No Class – work on Jigsaw Projects
January 28: No Class – work on Jigsaw Projects
February 2: Guest Lecture by Dr. Marzia Milazzo
Albert Memmi, “Does the colonial exist?” (3-18)
Albert Memmi, “Mythical portrait of the colonized” (81-89)
Africa/African American

February 4: Jigsaw Project on Naylor
February 9
Gloria Naylor, Mama Day (1-101)
February 11
Gloria Naylor, Mama Day (101-208)
February 16
Gloria Naylor, Mama Day (208-312)
Jenny Sharpe, “Is the United States Post-Colonial” (181-199)

Caribbean (Multilingual)

February 18: Guest Lecture by Dr. Michael Grafals
February 23: Jigsaw Project on Césaire
February 25
Aimé Césaire, Notebook on a Return to a Native Land (1-58)
Gayatri Spivak, “Can the Subaltern Speak” (66-111)
Anglophone Caribbean

March 1: Jigsaw Project on Kincaid
March 3
Jamaica Kincaid, Lucy (3-164)
Gloria Anzaldúa, Borderlands (1-39)
Latin America

March 8: Guest Lecture by Dr. Beauty Bragg
March 10: Jigsaw Project on Menchú
March 15
Rigoberta Menchú, I, Rigoberta Menchu: An Indian Woman in Guatemala (1-143)
March 17:
Rigoberta Menchú, I, Rigoberta Menchu: An Indian Woman in Guatemala (144-289)
March 22: Spring Break
March 24: Spring Break
March 29
Rigoberta Menchú, I, Rigoberta Menchu: An Indian Woman in Guatemala (144-289)
The Middle East

March 31: Jigsaw Project on Al-e Ahmad
April 5
Jalal Al-e Ahmed, Occidentosis (Intro, Preface, chapters 1-5)
Edward Said, From Introduction to Orientalism (1801-1814)
April 7
Jalal Al-e Ahmed, Occidentosis (chapters 6-11)

India/South Asia

April 12: Guest Lecture by Dr. Sunita Manian
April 14: Jigsaw Project on Rushdie
April 19
Salman Rushdie, Midnight’s Children (Book One)
Salman Rushdie, “Imaginary Homelands” (9-21)
April 21
Salman Rushdie, Midnight’s Children (Book Two)
April 26
Salman Rushdie, Midnight’s Children (Book Three)
April 28: Final Papers Due – No Class
UNIVERSITY POLICIES:
! Religious Observance Policy
Students are permitted to miss class in observance of religious holidays and other
activities observed by a religious group of which the student is a member without
academic penalty. Exercising of one’s rights under this policy is subject to the GC Honor
Code. Students who miss class in observance of a religious holiday or event are required
to make up the coursework missed as a result from the absence. The nature of the makeup assignments and the deadline for completion of such assignments are at the sole
discretion of the instructor. Failure to follow the prescribed procedures voids all student
rights under this policy.
! Assistance for Student Needs Related to Disability
If you have a disability as described by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Section 504, you may be eligible to receive
accommodations to assist in programmatic and physical accessibility. Disability Services,
a unit of GCSU Office of Institutional Equality and Diversity, can assist you in
formulating a reasonable accommodation plan and in providing support in developing
appropriate accommodations to ensure equal access to all GCSU programs and facilities.
Course requirements will not be waived, but accommodations may assist you in meeting
the requirements. For documentation requirements and for additional information, we
recommend that you contact Disability Services located in Maxwell Student Union at
478-445-5931 or 478-455-4233.
! Student Opinion Survey Statement
Given the technological sophistication of Georgia College students, the student opinion
survey is being delivered through an online process. Your constructive feedback plays an
indispensable role in shaping quality education at Georgia College. All responses are

completely confidential and your name is not stored with your responses in any way. In
addition, instructors will not see any results of the opinion survey until after final grades
are submitted to the university. An invitation to complete the online opinion survey is
distributed to students near the end of the semester. Your participation in this very
important process is greatly appreciated.
! Academic Honesty
The integrity of students and their written and oral work is a critical component of the
academic process. The submission of another’s work as one’s own is plagiarism and will
be dealt with using the procedures outlined in the GC Catalog.
http://catalog.gcsu.edu/ugrad/student-academic-dishonesty.htm
Remember that allowing another student to copy one’s own work violates the standards
of academic integrity.
http://catalog.gcsu.edu/grad/student-academic-dishonesty.htm
Also see the student Honor Code at the website below:
http://www.gcsu.edu/studentlife/handbook/code.htm
! Fire Drills
Fire drills will be conducted annually. In the event of a fire alarm, students will exit the
building quickly in a quick and orderly manner through the nearest hallway exit. Learn
the floor plan and exits of the building. Do not use elevators. If you encounter heavy
smoke, crawl on the floor so as to gain fresh air. Assist disabled persons and others if
possible without endangering your own life. Assemble for a head count on the front lawn
of main campus or other designated assembly area. For more information on other
emergencies, please visit: http://www.gcsu.edu/emergency/actionplanmain.html

